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Mich&ftJ Harrington Buys 
Group Starts With 500 


By PETER KIHSS _ 

David Lewis, loader of the 
New Democratic party, which 
governs three of Canada’s 10 
provinces and holds the balance 
of power in Parliament, came 
here yesterday to endorse a new 
American Socialist effort led by 
the author Michael Harrington. 

In a news conference at the 
McAlpin Hotel with Mr. Lewis, 
Mr. Harrington said the found¬ 
ing convention of his Dem^ 
cratic\Socialist Organizif!|^Jnv 

: fflTgr nia a y g w u ■iw ri uirigjnra s 

St5tn?btting greetings from tM 
French and Swedisj^SociaHst 
parties and expect&ra message 
from the British iifibor party. 

Mr. Harrington said his group 
was starting umh 500 dues-pay- 
ing member^(initially at $7 a. 
year; proved for $20), includ¬ 
ing 200 formerly in the old So¬ 
cialist jfarty as well as others 
such yas David Selden, pres¬ 
ident of the American Federa-i 
tion of Teachers, and Patrick! 
E. Gorman, international secre¬ 
tary-treasurer of the Amalga¬ 
mated Meat Cutters and Butch¬ 
er Workmen. ' 

Separately, the Social Dem- 1 
ocrats, U.S.A., successor to the 
old party, said its co-chairman, 
Bayard Rustin, had written to 
Mr. Lewis urging the Canadian 
leader “not to lend your pres¬ 
tigious name or presence” to 
the new group. 

Blow to Unity Charged 

Mr. Rustin said the Harring¬ 
ton effort would “destroy dem¬ 
ocratic socialist unity in the 
United States,” and Mr. Har- 
ringon’s “continuous ill-advised 

S ublic attacks on George 
ieany,” president of the Amer¬ 
ican Federation of Labor- 
Congress of Industrial Organi¬ 
zations, would isolate ' “his 
gp*ia£W~aa oup from the general 
labor movement her #* 1 — 


Mr. Lewis said h fNjfaAbWBn 
in dttiod iM*S pfeak to a fi&con- 
vention, -session at New York 
Univerifg’S I,p^) Student Cen¬ 
ter last night beqiuse the older 
group “distressed me Very on 
its attitude' in support of the 
war in Vietnam, which seemed 
to me- a touchstone on the so¬ 
cialist approach.” 

For the ' Social Democrats, 
Joan Suali, their national secre¬ 
tary, said “our attitude was for 
a negotiated settlement, of the 
war—-the difference was that 
we* were not for a unilateral 
pullout.’ ’ 

Mr. Lewis said" that if the 
Harrington gi^fp “does become 
a voice in Jffe United States, 

I think wo^would consider see¬ 
ing thpff admission to the 
Sociatfst International, not to 
be/fne exclusion of tf# other 
oup.” He sai done or two 
'other countries had two sepa¬ 
rate patties in the world social¬ 
ist federation. 

Mr. Harrington said he would 
ask the new group, which is 
idesigned to be “a' center for 
communication and education,” 
'to .“support Israel’s struggle for 
'existence, including, if necest 
Ary, American resupply of iti 
flrces” particularly in case of 
gtviet reinforcement of Arab* 
ill the current was. 
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TO: 

DIRECTOR, 

FBI 

: •' V * ; 

■' * ^ 

FROM: 

SAC, NEW 

YORK 

^ 9/5 9 / y 

SUBJECT : 

FOUNDING 

CONVENTION 

OF DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST 


ORGANIZING! COMMITTEE, NEK YORK CITY, 
10/12-13/73 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


_ On 10/lb and 17/73. 1 I 

| | v>h :^ae 

identity Is well Known to the Bureau, furnished tn<- following 
irfbrmatlon concerning the Founding Convention of the Democratic 
Socialist Organising Committee which was held at the Lost) 

Student Center, Hew York University, NYC, on 10/12/73, and 
at the MeAlpin Hotel, 34th Street and Broadway, NYC, on 
10/13/73. 

About 200 persons attended the 10/12/73 session and 
about 400 persons attended the 10/13/73 session. The main t 

speakers were MICHAEL HARRINGTON, author of the book, “The 
Other America” and former chairman of the Socialist Party and 
DAVID LEWIS, a parliamentary leader of the Canadian New 
Democratic Party. Chairman was VICTOR KEUTHKR, former labor 
leader. The stated goal of the convention is the re-establishment 
of a socialist presence in American life. The address of the 
organization Is 125 W<st 77th Street, NYC. 
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SAC, NY (100-179259) 


date: 11/30/73 


SA 


POUNDING CONVENTION OP DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALIST ORGANIZING COMMITTEE, 
NEW YORK, 10/12-13/73 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Review Condif§|§i 

See Sitlsi 
Fonn /T74 


b7C 

b'7E 


On 11/6/73,[ 


1 


be characterized as having furnished reliab le information 
in the past furnished to SA | [ by mail the 

following documents relating to captioned organization. 

__ 


Jwho should 
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I Is attached for 62 - 112 k^^ 
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United C? 


letter to Mew 



w&a t#ieptKKiloA.il 


who wutoeo to mmiri 



interviewed at the 




of the "u^ooratlc Social let On^®nl«lng Committee, ' led fey 


Denver (KM) 

Butt* (Info) (HM) 

Chicago (176-1336) (Info) (HM) 
Hew Tout (100-17^239) (DSOC) 
Mew Torn ( 100 ~ 11 S 883 ) I 
mm forK (176-,%) I 

Hew fork -* 
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SERIALIZED 
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_ I which was non^ylolwit, did not offer 

oandidetes for election, but worked to convert the Demo¬ 
cratic Party to mrm socialist orientated idea# regard! 
governing the people of the tf*8. Further, | 
she did not wish to be questioned regarding t333 acove 
organisation* 


wee advised this interview concerned the 



facts s 


no idea when or where she 



advised she has never been contacted by any 
or business firm re gard Itm the possi- 












fflf 176-96 





m 176-96 



a Meath mrtmn supporter and possibly 
subject♦ 


believed to be 
contact with the 


The current Coles Directory of Householders for 
Westchester County, as well as the current telephone directory 
fo r Westchester* fall to contain any Identi fiable references 
to I I mr. 
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mr 176-96 


On 2/27/7* 


Westchester Credit Bureau, 








!*T 


t »"f* J m* f 


km ii t 





no derogatory or addition*! infor?»ation Hi located in these 
records. 


On 3/T/7^# iteordt of the Westchester County Board 
failed to contain any identifiable reference* to 
feese record* ere located at White Plain*, NY. 

Contact with the hew York State P D, Hawthorne, m $ 
failed to locate any record for | |m 3/i^/?^* 


of Elections 
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST ORGANIZING 


cmarm^ aka 

DeeSoc 

SM - SUBVERSIVE 


9/12/74 
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DATE 



A 


SSIFIED , 


Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one 
copy of an article which appeared in a Des Moines, Iowa, 
newspaper. 


The enclosed newspaper article appeared in the 
"Des Moines Triixme" on 8/3/74. It refers to a branch of 
the captioned organisation being established in Davenport, 
Iowa. From the contents of captioned article it appears 
that there are approximately 12 citizens of Iowa who are 
members and those persons are teachers. Government employees 
or students. The article indicates that the group was 
formed about a year ago in New York by one MICHAEL HARRINGTON. 


b7 


Qaaha files contain no identifiable information 
concerning the names of the persons in Iowa or the 

praaaizatlqgu flxcapt there is a reference indicating a_ 


Omaha is not aware of the characterization of 
this organization and does not know wheather it is possibly 
a new legitimate political party or a 
socialist subversive organization. 
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Easmst of the Baroai 

Bureau is requested to advise Ckaaha if this is 
a legitimate political organisation or if Oaaha should 
initiate investigation of this group* 

UEADS i 

l o a 

AT HEtf JOM. UKM TOBK 

Advise Cteaha of l I 

and the Dezaocratic Socialist Organising Committee” 




The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States 
Code, Section 552); The Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552$); and/or, litigation. 
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Computer or Case Identification Number: 

Title of Case: 

‘File 
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Release Location: ‘File. 


Section. 


□ FOIA/PA □ Litigation □ Executive Order Applied 

Requester:__ 

Subject:_ - _______._____ 

Computer or Case Identification Number:___ 

Title of Case:_ 

* File_ Section __ 

Serials Reviewed:_ 


Release Location: ‘File_Section. 

‘INDICATE IF FBIHQ OR FIELD OFFICE FILE NUMBER. 


(THIS FORM IS TO BE MAINTAINED AS THE TOP SERIAL OF THE FILE, BUT NOT SERIALIZED.) 








